GAP Minutes
November 17, 2014
First Presbyterian Church, Cherryville, NC
Vision: Gaston Area Presbyterian Congregations working together to serve God

Mission: The mission is to support and facilitate the efforts of congregations in Gaston County in their work to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Our hope in doing so is that we transform churches so that their members may find new life and new energy to respond to God’s call and others will be attracted to them and their work.

ATTENDANCE:
(secretary of meeting ask participants to circulate and sign attendance sheet.)

I.
Welcome and Introductions—Fred Brown welcomed all and offered  an opening prayer.  Fred announced that his son is now stationed in Japan.  Fred was having bronchitis/ voice problems and asked Bill Glover to moderate the meeting.
II.
Minutes of the October 20, 2014 meeting hosted by West Avenue 
Presbyterian Church:

  Minutes  were approved without objection.
III.
Update and planning of Habitat Commitment:

Bill Glover reported on the paint day and the addition of Girl Scouts (Mimi arranged their presence) who helped paint.

St Marks paint day is Saturday, November 22.  Ken mentioned he may try to work one day in the week ahead and will be there on Saturday.


The discussion then turned to fund raising opportunities.  Bill mentioned he had participated in a fund-raising BBQ which was catered by RO’s.  Bill indicated the food was very good quality.
Fred mentioned that perhaps a yard sale organized to specifically support the Habitat build should be considered.  Fred noted that Cherryville had recently held a yard sale and had good attendance and raised about $1000.
 John Pea suggested offering a many-church yard sale at a number of churches on the same day.

Fred also mentioned that a yard sale seemingly conflicts with yard sales which traditionally support Scholarships for Guatemala partner churches, and, in the case of Lowell the Women of the Church.

No decisions were made regarding Habitat fund-raising plans, and further study encouraged.

Bill Glover and Fred Brown reported on the Scholarship programs for Southminster and Cherryville, respectively.
The group briefly discussed Habitat Build plans for next year, including budget consideration, and ideas for additional or alternative fundraising opportunities.  No decisions were made.
IV.
Greetings from Presbytery. 


Marsha Brown reported on the October 25, 2014 Presbytery meeting, hosted by Unity Presbyterian (Denver, NC) and that it was the best she had been to.  Libby reported positively on a workshop she had attended, as did Jackson and John Pea.

Charles Davenport reported on the fall Guatemala trip, as did Marsha Brown.  Marsha reported that she had spent two days with Cherryville’s sister church.  Marsha also indicated that they were now able to communicate with their Sister church using Facebook.  Marsha reported that a consensus was that more and better communication between and among Sister Churches was seriously needed.  Charles agreed and encouraged the group members to carry this message to their congregations.
V.
G A P hosting Presbytery Meeting January 24, 2015—John Pea, Jackson Mott and group.
John Pea reported on the site visit to Gaston Day School.  A definite need is parking direction staffing.  

Charles Sellers & John Pea met with the food service people who daily provide meals for the school.  They are definitely interested and enthused about providing the lunch meal.
Snow date is the 14th of Feb.

Charles and John felt no real risk on numbers of attendees regarding a proposed food service agreement.
John also mentioned we will also have to provide and staff refreshments in the lobby of the Auditorium.
Worship:

Ministers?   John’s goal:  as many of our ministers as possible.  John distributed the worship worksheet.  
Multi church choir?  

Mimi is to approach Jimmy Brown (Lowell)
Minister group –Libby and Charles.

VI.
Calendar Update:

Youth event Nov 21-22 at  Union Presbyterian  (thirty people registered)  Service projects—Habitat, Bit –O Hope, Web Street.  The event will begin 6:30 Friday and conclude at 2:00 p.m. Saturday.  The event is called:“Serving the Least”--an overnight gathering.  Planning for the gathering will continue the week of Nov. 17th.
Sue reported on Third Street Thanksgiving Meal.
Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child—Friday December 5, 2014.

We have 50 places reserved.  Meet @ Lowell @ 5:00 p.m 

Next month Gap Meeting, December 15, 2014—First Dallas, 7:00 p.m.
VII.
Announcements:
Ken Mentioned grand Son graduating from navy boot camp.

Fred asked about Barbara.  Fred reported Barbara is back in Africa.

VIII.

Agenda items for Next Meeting:



Presbytery planning group.



Habitat update



Habitat dedication.



Report on Samaritans Purse service event
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